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Executive order due in 'next several weeks'
by Lou Chibbaro Jr.

A presidential executive order banning
discrimination against Gays who apply
for government security clearances is
being revised and will likely besigned by
President Clinton in the "next several
weeks," said the White House this week.

News of the planned executive order
surfaced in April when the Washington
Blade and other news organizations ob
tained copies of a draft of the order. At
the time, the White House said the presi
dent was expected to sign and issue the
order by the middle of June.

Clinton directed his national security
advisers to prepare the executive order as
a means of preventing future security
breaches similar to the 1994 CIA scandal
involving Soviet spy Aldrich H. Ames.

If Clinton retains the draft's language
pertaining to Gays, the order will mark
the first time a U.S. president has in
cluded a pro-Gay clause in an official
presidential executive order. Executive
orders carry the full weight of law.

White House press spokesperson Mary
Ellen Glynn said Tuesday that the draft,
which circulated widely throughout the
government in March, has been sent back
to various agencies and departments for
comment following a decision by the^Na-
tional Security Council and other gov
ernment officials to propose changes.

Glynn said the White House could nei
ther disclose nor comment on the nature
of the changes.

But at least one White House source
said the language prohibiting sexual or
ientation discrimination in the issuance of
security clearances is expected to remain

calls for the disclosure of personal finan
cial information by those who apply for
clearances and those seeking to renew
them. The draft order also calls for re
vamping and streamlining various pro
cedures for issuing security clearances
and evaluating those applying for clear
ances.

Gay activists noted that Aldrich Ames,
as well as all others known to have
breached U.S. secrets, have been hetero
sexual. Gay leaders havecomplained that,
in the past, Gays were unfairiy denied se
curity clearances on grounds that they
were susceptible to black mail.

The clause in the draft pertaining lo
ffl Gays states, "The United States govem-
- ment does not discriminate on the basis of
Q race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
Mdisability, or sexual orientation in granti

ng access to classified information."
• Thedraft orderstates that security offi

cials shall retain the authority to investi
gate "any matter" deemed relevant to de
termining whether a person should be
granted access to secret information. But
it adds, "No inference concerning the
standards [of eligibility] of this ordermay
be raised solely on the basis of the sexual
orientation of the employee."

D.C. Gay activist Frank Kameny, who
is recognized as an expert on security
clearance issues involving Gays, has sent
theWhite House a letterpraising the draft
orderwhile calling for somechanges. Ka
meny called the clause in the draft ban
ning sexual orientation discrimination a
"ground-breaking" development for
which President Clinton desen'es the
"highest possible praise."

Frank Kameny sent the White
House a letter praising the order
while calling for some changes.

unchanged.
Mark Lowenthal, staff director for the

Republican members of the House Per
manent SelectCommittee on Intelligence,
said he is unaware of any controversy or
dispute over the substance of the draft.
Steve Aftergood, an official with the Fed
eration of American Scientists, who has
discussed the draftorderwith government
officials, said the proposed changes ap
pear lo be based on technical and adminis
trative issues rather than substantive ones.

"I have not heard anyone raising any
complaints about the sexual orientation
language," Aftergood said.

Much of the language of the draft order

Buthe said he was also troubled by an
other section of the draft that calls for re
taining— and making the new order sub
ordinate to — a 1954 executive order is
sued by President Dwight Eisenhower.

The 1954 order, Executive Order
10454, prohibits the granting of security
clearances lo persons whoengage in"sex
ual perversion." Kameny notes that the
1954 order had been used to oust Gays
from government service in what he calls
anti-Gay "witch hunts." He said he is
fearful that homophobic officials in gov
ernment security agencies will use the old
order to circumvent the intent of Clinton's
new order.

Kameny said the new order also limits
its anti-discrimination language lo a per
son's "status" as a Gay person. He notes
that it does not explicitly ban discrimina
tion based on that person's "conduct,"
such as consenting Gay sex.

"[T]he conceptual dichotomy and the
mindsetswhich go with it between homo
sexual status and homosexual conduct are
deep and pervasive" within the .govern
ment's security clearance establishment,
Kameny said. "Language protective of
celibate Gays only is not sufficient," he
said.

Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) has said
he disagrees with Kameny's assessment
on both the relevance of Executive Order
10450 and the Gay "status" versus Gay
"conduct" issue. Frank has said the totali
ty of the language in the new order, along
with the Clinton Administration's overall
policy of non-discrimination for Gays,
will ensure that Gays receive fair treat
ment when thev seek clearances.•


